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letters and receipt also, as afterwards appeared,
were forged. Then she set two or three female in-
struments to discourse her case in all their gossips'
companies, and at the tea-tables wherever they
came, and to magnify the lady's prudence in refus-
ing such, a man, and -what an escape she had had
in being clear of him, pretending she had rejected
him for his Iewdness5 and bad circumstances.

Such a discourse as this at a tea-table, it could
not be expected would be long a secret; it ran
from one tittle-tattle society to another ; and in
every company, snowball-like, it was far from less-
ening ; and it went on, till at length the tradesman
found himself obliged to trace it as far and as well
as he could, to endeavour to vindicate his character.

But it was to no purpose to confront it: when
one and another was asked, they only answered,
they heard so, and heard it in company in such and
such a place; and some could remember where
they heard it, and some could not; and the poor
tradesman, though, he was really a man of sub-
stance, sunk under it prodigiously; his new misr
tress, whom he courted, refused him, and would
never hear anything in his favour, or trouble her-
self to examine whether it was true or no; it was
enough, she said, to her, that he was loaded with,
suck a report; and if it was unjust, she was sorry
for it; but the misfortune must be his, and he must
place it to the account of his having made some
enemies, which she could not help.

As to his credit, the slander of his first mistress's
raising was spread industriously, and with the utr
most malice and bitterness, and did him an inex-
pressible prejudice ; every man he dealt with was
shy of him ; every man he owed anything to, came
for it; and, as he said, he was sure he should see
the last penny demanded. It was his happiness